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Dear Dick, 

A hasty, incomplete note before bed. This time I*» not sending Barney a copy. 

I have no objection to your telling him anything you want but I don^t want to appear 
to be arguing law with Ms and I do not know what ho decided on the McDonald book. 

Sandy Smith has spent much more time on this than McDonald boasted about and 
before the book was rewritten and before it reached Barney, I have interviewed one 
of the people he interviewed and from what i learned I'll be the most surprised 
nan in the world if he doesn't -write a piece about the seniest of sanies, as he'll 
write it. 

I have located several others but because it is getting pretty hairy I've not 
icade up ny sand how far I’ll go. 

However, the real nan I got him to name has four blood relatives alive, two 
brothers, two sisters, as well as the former wife (their marriage lasted longer 
than McDonald said although it was short). There is no doubt at all about the 
identification of this man to the e xcl us ion of all others who ever lived and in ny 
mind, absent truth as a defense, it is as libellous as it esn be. Free what I road 
truth can t be a defense oven with the man dead. 

1 have interviewed Ms last lady friend. She is a find, kind gentle conservative 
lady not without means and not without devotion to the memory of her friend. 

This man was not a Bay of Plgscr nor was he in a line of work that would 
have had Saul smashing into his office over anything to do with it. % was _ sit 
tight - an identifications export. This lady's story is that while he was with CIA 
her freind invented the Identikit McDonald has but could not get paid for it because 
ho did it on government time. She had the right name and a newspaper clipping on it. 
♦his docs not naan McDonald did not invent the device, but this lady, who lias never 
met McDonald, sure as hell told me a lot more about tfc device than is in the KcB. Me. 

X don t know what kind of co nn i n g is going on but she'd heard of the book from 
the one mail in It whose full and complete name is used. B© told her it was very kind 
to her dead friend. Hakes a real hero out of him as "The Silent Warrior." Must be 
still another Version! 

Sandy Smith told this lady that since Watergate he has boon working on a CIA 
story. (Long time and quits a digression?) 

TMs nan did not retire from the CIA. He was bought out and left after paying off. 
was pretty far light. 

This can also had a connection with Fensterwald., J had known of this b --t not 
in the same way. Fenstereald used Mxa in deepest secrecy on the Ray ease. I'm the 
investigator and he kept it secret from as and from the lawyer who has done all 
the real legal work. I can guess how. 

If we take th. simplest formulation, that *k^msld is m unimaginative man, 
the fact is that he drew on factual specifics having nothing to do with the JFK as- 
sassination which teiss identify raal people. If I were a publisher l'd shud der 
at the possibilities. 

There was, again a single simplification, only one "Sherman Lindsay" who was 
Barry Doldwater’s assistant cMof of security. The man McDonald named to me actually 
was, I have seen tne proof. Sandy “hsith has a copy of it. 'With what is laid to him, 
whether or not as a lawyer you think it is libel, there are those who will and I 
know that if by chance they are unable to sue they'll be financed in it. 

The man whose real name is given bought "Sherman* a" pistol after he died. This 
lady sent the money to one of his family. It was a fine pistol. But far from all the 
agencies cosing in and sweeping gp "Sherman's" files, this man had a cabinet full of 
them. He wjsaaot then with the agency. And it warn t cancer. Heart. Best, 




I still hav© a few sjautoa before I have to wake 111 ead get to Washington* 
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»t able ts read their action until I phoned you last evening. There 
her© fill day aad slsost ias-ediati-ly after I called you new ones at night 
dbl« work. I even had to cacnel m appointment with & printer to get ea 



estiis&te or. Past Aortasu 

iou will have gathered from the hasty mm 1 did before going to bed that 1 
hi=ire Interviewed the -act indy friend of the second of the ml characters in the 
ant "tftscfc book" which sluoriy, whether or not by intent, today serves CIA interests. 
I ham thus located others int-iudiag another real character. 



He sill bo not 
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She Is going to try to set up a nesting* 
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tneoay about this but see no r.al elide©. &s in not the kind I can 
friendly even if he was the friend of the nan vilified in the book* 



Sandy Smith has ©pent an enensoua saouafc of tias on this and I find myself 
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aay kina of story' to justify the grant coot. 



such a venture* which can’t sake 



ibiyyny, this is o ne thin/: I’ll have to do. l‘ww has. to lei everything else go 
this week. But I will also try sons thing elf®. I’ a goin.^ to try to see if we ©an get 
sob** help irtxk the kids, from going to libraries and xeroxing sod to ceaaeagar 
service. X’Xj. try to arrange it through Floyd. d cee of these college people have 
interest «au oars. 

b.li< 3 ^T «ciwVi 6 J 

if o.xly one were a law student be or she could go over the files I have and 
copy out enough J» O 1 Vvt C'^Vvlai t attachment on the legislative history as it is 
relevant to Hjtaa^e newest ploy. 

She chances' of this bind of help sro not very good. But 1 think it sot impossible 
'that sfc can be saved tics we need for other things with messenger service. 



Just c&ugfei the opsninr Schorr itaa on the €33 $? A.H.. news, bithar bis 
researcher?? is Mt-sr-aiss or smn$ is feeding Mb* but all on the Oswald issue* 

J hsvr bad that seas for soso tin*? nw but act sn mmtev to its deelassification. 
history. These out— o?-ths*usual-crd©r deeiassifisatious coincide exactly with the 
Congressional and papular interest in the* federal agencies, particularly the ik* 

This is at least the second tire oa this ©ns aspect of tde subject with Schorr* 
I have no ssoopieicae about Schorr but the coincidences er© remarkable. The 
first of these deolasaificaticna was in February* When the Archives filled sy 
request they withheld each until 1 protested strongly* This an. their delays are 
the reasons X'vs decided to begin each xSX request with invocation of the law, to 
limit the tifik' they can delay arid provide © basis for trying to ho something about 
the gases they play. 

The two clear patvesoe in these gasses, aside from interfering with ey work, tar© 
anti -Eennady and pro-agencies* 

It lr. no t necessary to assure that someone working for the goveim-mt is feeding 
thlr. staff and/or leads to bin. But with each it is possible to believe there ie an. 
egeacy interest of sosv kind* 




